AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 12, 2003
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 24, 2003

SENATE BILL No. 533

Introduced by Senator Romero

February 20, 2003

An actHte-add-Sections2288-and128414-2te-the Foed-and-Agreultural
Codeandto-amend-Section 549856t the-Gevernment Gading
to pesticides.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST
SB 533, as amended, Romero. Pestieides—mil—assessment:
: cide
Existing law generally regulates the use of pesticides.
This bill would state findings of the Legislature relative to the use of
pesticides.

Existinglaw-preseribes-the-pewers-and-duties-ef-county-agreultural
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee:—ye®.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1—Section2288isaddedte-theood and

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares the
following:

(a) The Department of Pesticide Regulation’s mission is to
register pesticides for use in California, to review human health
andenvironmental impacts, and to ensure that workers, the public,
and the environment are not harmed by the use of pesticides.

(b) One of the primary missions of the County Agricultural
Commissioner is tenforce the law and regulations relating to the
use of pesticides.

(c) Thecurrent mill assessment is 17.5 mills per dollar of sales
and that rate is set to expire on June 30, 2004.

(d) The Legislaturenust act prior to that date in order to ensure
that the Department of Pesticide Regulation and county
agricultural commissioners can continue to carry out their
mission.

(e) The Legislature recognizes that there are still inadequate
funds available for some enforcement and regulatory actions.

() It is important to ensure that the environment is protected
from harmful pesticides by ensuring the proper stewardship of
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—3— SB 533

those pesticides, ensuring that agricultural and pest control
workers are entitled to safe working conditions where pesticides
are present, and that consumers and users of pesticides are given
|nformat|on on the safe use of pesticides.
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